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■By Walter Pincus 

Washington Post Staff Writer 

The Senate Rules Com- 
mittee . yesterday brushed 
. aside recommendations for 
; a-iowsiful p ermanpaifbtjel- . 
•, 'ligence oversight committee 
and voted 5 to 4 to establish 
a select committee with, au- 
thority to continue investi- 
gations of the intelligence 
community only for another, 
15 months. 

As proposed by Rules 
Committee , Chairman How- 
ard W. Cannon (D-NeV.), the 
■new select committee would 
‘ report back to the Senate on 
July -1, 1977, after looking 
into exactly the same areas 
explored during the .i.ust 
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.completed 15-month inquiry 
by 'the select committee of 
Sen. Frank Church- (D- j 
. Idaho). 

.The. Cannon proposal was 
substituted for a permanent 
oversight committee recom- 
mended by the Church Com- 
mittee and approved in ' 
March by the Government 
Operations Committee: The 
permanent committee would ' 

. have had . legislative ■ and 
budgetary authority over 
the Central Intelligence . 
Agency and all o’ther intelli- 
gence agencies. - 

The membership .of 1 the : 
committee proposed by Can- 
. lion would be largely .drawn- • , 
frpm the four' - committees 
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that already pversee parts of'- ; 
rtljq, intelligence community. ! 

’. “iTwo members :. would be 
drawn , ifrom- ■ the "Armed 
Services, 'Judiciary, Appro-.- ■ 

‘ priations and ForeignsRela, 
tions committees andlhrae ‘ 
other, members would be 
named by the majority- and. 

. minority leaders. 

■ Cannon said that .under 
his formula select commit-: 
tee. members could take- 
back *to the permanent com- 
mittees information on any 
■ wrongdoing and these com- , 
mittees could, effect change 
through. their budgetary au- . . 
thority. . 

' Sen 1 . ..Dick . Clark (D-iowa) 

See OVERSIGHT, A14, Col. 7 
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criticized the Cannon plan.. 

. The members, . he said, 

. would come from the very 
committees that have not 
exerted effective' oversight 
in the past. 

The Rules Committee vote 
'yesterday was a ‘victory for' 
Sen. John C. Stennis (D 
Mass.), - . chairman -.of 'the 
Armed Services Committee,' 
who strongly opposed esta-' ’ 
blishing .any new committee 
that would reduce his com- 
mittee’s jurisdiction, over 
the intelligence agencies. 

Cannon is , a member of 
the Armed .Services Com- 
■- roittee. 

l ~ -Yesterday’s action sets the 
stage for a fight on the Sen- 
ate floor where Church and 
a majority of his committee 
'will attempt to revive their 
idea of an oversight commit- 
tee with legislative and 
budgetary authority . over in- 
telligence agencies.. ' 

That battle is expected ‘to- 
take.piace on May 10. 
for the Church-proposed 
.committee; said the Cannon 
oversight panel would 1 have 
’.According to. . informed 
' sources, the Ford . adminis- 
tration, -at CIA urging, is 
searching for a way. to or- 
ganize a joint House-Senate/ 
intelligence committee. 

Cannon said he favored 
such an approach and his 
proposed panel would ex- 
plore that possibility. - ' 

The 'House dropped con- 



sideration of any hew ap- 
proach to intelligence over- 
sight when its own select 
committee collapsed in Jan- 
' uary. v 

During the Senate Rules . 
Committee consideration . of 
i the - oversight bill, ‘ the 
Church committee’s foreign 
. intelligence report was 
• made public. - : . ' 

Church and the majority 
of his colleagues had hooed 
disclosures from their inves- 
tigation would fuel support 
for a strong committee. 

- Clark, who led the fight 
; no .way to hack up its rec- 
.. ommendations” without con- 
trol over intelligence agency / 
budgets. 

. “ I *; doesn’t change in any 
signficant form the over- 
sight of the past,” Clark • 
said, and that was weaker 
than desirable." 



Cannon defended his 
measure. ‘‘Is the problem to 
cut off a -dog’s head if he 

- has done' something wrong? 
I’m trying to solve the prob- 
lem without taking the kind 
■of steps ‘that might": eopard- 
ize the intelligence commu- 
nity," he said. 

The Rules chairman said 
’• -,the wrongs of the past are 
being remedied “by steps' 
taken by the executive 
branch . . . and we will have 
an opportunity to. try fhis 
(the select committee) and 
see. They have to report 
“ back next year.” ’■'> 

Before approving the Can- 
■ non proposal, .the . Rules 

- Committee yesterday passed 
several amendments to the 
. Church-backed resolution. 

. The amendments, pro- 
posed by Sen. Robert ,C. 
Byrd (D-W.V.a), weakened 
the , authority a permanent j 
eommitte would h,ave. Byrd 
said -his amendments were 
aimed’ at perfecting the 
Church-backed measure in 
ease it was approved. 

" Hen. Robert P. Griff:-. (R- ' 
Mich.) introduced an amend- 
ment under which the com-' 

, ihittee would have to get the 
approval of the fuii Senate 
before it could release infor- 
mation that the President 
' ■ did not w,ant published. . 
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